Sir, 


The Civic Arts Association was formed to promote the utilisa- 


tion for clvic purposes of the Arts and Crafts, without which no 
towns fit to live in can be created, extended or improved. 

At the present time, when the fmpire is organising all its 
resources, not only to meet the emergencies of war, but also to 
grapple with the serious questions that will arise after the war, 
if is felt that not only the material power of the nation but its 
moral power must be concentrated in order to attain the ends in 
view; and it may not unreasonably be urged that in this great 
effort the Arts also should have their nlace. 

The Civic Arts Association ventures therefore to address 
the Tniversities of the Empire upon this subject, conscious that 
their influence and support are necessary to the great work of 
promoting a due appreciation of the essential relation of art 
to civic life and progress. 

Many of the Tniversities already possess endowment and other 
provisions for the study of art that could become available for 
the promotion of a batter understanding of the civic value of art. 

The contact of our “niversities with Art has usually been 
not so much on the constructive as upon the historical and critical 
sides; while recognising the value of these aspects, the Associa- 
tion submits that there is paramount need of determining the 
ideals towards which the life of our large cities and growing 
tovns showld develop. 

The Civic Arts Association believes that there are great 
forces of educational andintellectval equipment existing in the 
Tniversities which may by concentration upon the problems of 
civilisation, or civic existence, be used to effect a general 
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improvemsnt of the circumstances of town life. The recognition 

of Art as an element of civil life shpuld not be confined to the 
work of painters and Specialists, but it should be directed to 
improving all production and service. Such an understanding 

and desire for Art is a necessary part of the fins type of general 
education which it is an object of the niversities to nourish 

and promote. 

The Association, therefore, would Ceror: the suggestion that 
the establishment 6f studies in the Civic arts and of Lecturer- 
ships would further this end,.and that the following subjects, 
many or &11 of which are akin to or constitute parts of "niversity 
Courses, if co-ordinated and supplemented shovld be undertaken. 

First: The study of Art as expressed in civil life, 
originating in the elementary social necessity of order, clean- 
liness and decency in the organisation of towns, proceeding to 
purpose, fitness and beauty of arrangement, giving worthy form 
to their attainment and ambitions. 

Second: Town-planning, development, and the arrangement 
of narks and gardens. 

Third: The domestic Artg and Crafts. 

Fourth: Music, painting and sculpture as intellectual 
expressions of life. 

Finally: Other subjects having the purpose of developing 
interest in the art of living in communities, like Sociology and 
Reconomics, might more frequently be considered from the point 
of view of town life. 

The Civic Arts Association therefore submit these suggestions 


to the wisdom of the Governing bodies of the Tniversities. 


Hon. Secretary. 
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q Pamphlets dealing with the aims ot the Association: 
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“On Inscriprions,” by Mr. Eric Maclagan, 


can be obtained from the Secretary, §d. each. 
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WIRE sympathy is sought for an Association formed with a view 
to the amelioration of those civic arts without which no towns fit 
to live in can be created, extended, or improved ; without which no 
rational interest can be bestowed upon or maintained in town or village. 

Those who have formed this new Association, thus adding another 
to the large number of societies existing for the furtherance of the arts, 
would not have ventured to do so in these strenuous days had they not 
felt the extreme necessity, which now exists, for foresight and prepar- 
ation in the inevitable moral and material reconstruction which must 
follow the war. 

The organization of all national resources for the tremendous struggle 
we are now engaged in—for the war and its conclusion—is of course 
the first preoccupation of all good citizens, but if we are to attain and 
keep the full benefits after the war of that civilization for which we 
are now making such immense sacrifices, we must look ahead. In the 
reorganization that will follow this time of destruction and disturbance 
the arts cannot be left out of count. They are an important part of the 
resources of a nation. In many forms they must of necessity be applied 
to the work that will come with peace. 

It is to try and direct in some measure such application, and to supply 
guidance and support to its efforts, that the Civic Arts Association has 
been formed. 

Countless memorials of all sorts will, inevitably, be in great demand 
after the war, and unless steps are now taken to provide direction and 
advice to those who will require them, it is certain that these will gener- 
ally be of the usual trivial and commonplace type to which, unfortunately, 
we are accustomed. 

The Committee of the Civic Arts Association is devoting considerable 
attention to the subject of War Memorials, to those possible to people 
of small means as at as to the more costly civic kinds, and to forms 
of relatively humble private and individual memorials as well as those 
of a public and collective character. In regard to the latter we would 
suggest that in small towns or villages the best form of memorial is often 
some useful little building such as a school or public room, or some sort 
of small local museum. 


It is probable that, in many instances, it may be desired to commemo- 
rate, at small cost, members of families, or of institutions, who have 
fallen in the war, and that, to this end, artists should be encouraged to 
make simple designs of appropriate chase and capable, at a trifling 
cost, of abundant reproduction. 


It is also likely that survivors of the war may wish to possess deco- 
rative symbols of their naval or military service, and, therefore, that 
regimental and other badges, or small statuettes presenting naval or 
military types, might well be modelled for reproduction by skilled 
craftsmen. 


The Civic Arts Association hopes to hold, in London and within the 
near future, an exhibition of designs for memorials of various kinds, and 
trusts that it may be found possible to hold similar exhibitions in other 
towns. 


Upon the designs of such memorials artists, who are prevented by age 
or other circumstances from military service, and to many of whom ae 
war has brought poverty and privation, might well be employed before 
its termination ; and in this connection we Hear to point out that Muni- 
cipalities throughout the kingdom have spent much money and pains, 


by means of admirably appointed technical schools, upon the training of 


young men and young women in various arts and crafts, but that hen 
efforts have stopped short at training, and that, when once trained— 
frequently to a high pitch of skil ; 
are left without any further assistance or the provision of any employ- 
ment, so that they drift away from the towns that should benefit by their 
talent and training to seek work elsewhere, and frequently in foreign 
countries. 


Surely this is bad economy. Cannot the Municipalities find work for 
the best of the craftsmen whom they train? Cannot these be employed 
upon the embellishment of local public buildings and in public work 
generally ? 


As to the high standard of skilled talent existing amongst craftsmen 
and craftswomen in this country there can be no manner of doubt. There 
is certainly no doubt as to this throughout the rest of Europe. 
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Civic 


gh British towns are probably, in the sanitary sense, the best organized 


and, generally speaking, also the best policed, as they are, in the visual 
or architectural sense, the worst organized in the world. Less care and 
taste are bestowed by civic authorities upon the proportion and placing 
of public monuments, the ordering of spaces, and the embellishment of 
them, here than in any other civilized country. 

The plastering of buildings, walls, and hoardings, with ill-designed, 
harshly coloured and offensive advertisements; the sordid inadequacy of 
most of the railway stations, which are the vestibules of our towns; their 
mean haphazard approaches; the blank discomfort of our public offices, 
and the average aridity of our schools, are civic misfortunes, and gener- 
ally less the results of any real necessity than of the lack of care and 
trained imagination, and the absence of skilled advice. 


The remedy is to be found in the employment of carefully selected 
artists, and the gradual education of public taste by this means. 


Lea The Civic Arts Association is prepared to offer the guidance of an 
expert advisory committee to public bodies or private persons desiring 
such assistance, in all questions of design, or in the selection of artists or 
craftsmen for specific work. 

Our Allie 


The Association is of opinion that some present employment for artists 
might be found in the design for and execution of various objects which 
might form gifts from this country to communities in the countries of 
our Allies, whose homes, churches, and public buildings have been rav- 
aged and destroyed, as fraternal contributions towards their refurnishing, 
and a token of the cordial friendship that binds us. 
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ALBERT MANSBRIDGE 


THE PURPOSES OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
I. To promote the utilization, for civic purposes, of the Arts and Crafts throughout the country. 
2. To provide a consultative body on questions appertaining to memorials, so that these may be worthy of their 


purpose. 


3. To support all efforts to embellish our cities, towns, and villages, by the employment. of our artists and 
craftsmen. 


It is thought that later, opportunities may occur for the further development of the scheme for presenting 
gifts to communities in the devastated areas in the countries of our Allies; and it is hoped that, in that 
event, the Civic Arts Association may perform a useful function. 


THE CONSTITUTION. 


I. That there shall be a President (appointed for one year), Vice-Presidents, General and Executive Councils, 
and Members. 


2. The Executive Council to act for one year, afterwards one third of the members to retire subject to 
re-election at the General Meeting. 


Bele administration of the Association to be undertaken by the Executive Committee, which shall have power 
to add to its numbers. 


4. That Branches throughout the country shall promote and further the aims of the Association— 


(a) To provide local facilities for the growth of the organization ; 
(b) To put people in touch with the Executive and Advisory Committee when requiring advice ; 
(c) To provide local guarantors for meetings and exhibitions. 


Such Branches can belong to any of the following groups: 


i, BRANCHES OF THE ASSOCIATION. All who join this group shall be members of the Central Association, 
paying a minimum subscription of 5/-, half of which shall be sent to the Central Secretary. A local committee 
shall be formed for administrative purposes, who will distribute the literature. 


ii. FOR CORPORATIONS AND SOCIETIES. Payment of an annual affiliation fee of one guinea will give the right 
to purchase the literature of the Civic Arts Association for use at cost price. 


lil, ASSOCIATED SOCIETIES AND CLusBs. Can join by appointing one of their members as their representative, 
who will have membership rights. The subscription to be 5/- annually. 


iv. ALLIED ASSOCIATIONS. Payment of an annual fee to be decided on, to meet the case, which will entitle 
the Committee of the Allied Associations to membership rights. The Association can also purchase the Civic Arts 
Association’s literature at cost price for the purpose of distribution. 


To carry out this scheme on an effective scale, the Executive Committee needs FUNDS, both for propaganda 
work and organization, and for arranging meetings, exhibitions, and lectures about the country. 


The minimum subscription is 5/-, and the Committee hope many will thus be able to join who would otherwise be 
prevented. Larger amounts and donations will be most welcome. 


Members receive the publications and reports of the Association, and are thus enabled to keep in close touch with 
the movement. 
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I destre to become a Member of the Crvic Arts Association, and enclose the sum 
of , this being my Annual Subscription. 
re fo a 


I enclose a donation of f. ‘3 d. towards the General Fund of the 
Association. 


Name 
Address 


Cheques should be crossed Messrs. Coutts. Please send to The Secretary, Civic Arts Association, 28 Prince’s Gardens, S. W. 


Civic 


Finksiliuinanis British towns are probably, in the sanitary sense, the best organized 


and, generally speaking, also the best policed, as they are, in the visual 
or architectural sense, the worst organized in the world. Less care and 
taste are bestowed by civic authorities upon the proportion and placing 
of public monuments, the ordering of spaces, and the embellishment of 
them, here than in any other civilized country. 

The plastering of buildings, walls, and hoardings, with ill-designed, 
harshly coloured and offensive advertisements; the sordid inadequacy of 
most of the railway stations, which are the vestibules of our towns; their 
mean haphazard approaches; the blank discomfort of our public offices, 
and the average aridity of our schools, are civic misfortunes, and gener- 
ally less the results of any real necessity than of the lack of care and 
trained imagination, and the absence of skilled advice. 


The remedy is to be found in the employment of carefully selected 
artists, and the gradual education of public taste by this means. 


ase The Civic Arts Association is prepared to offer the guidance of an 
expert advisory committee to public bodies or private persons desiring 
such assistance, in all questions of design, or in the selection of artists or 
craftsmen for specific work. 

Our Allie 


The Association is of opinion that some present employment for artists 
might be found in the design for and execution of various objects which 
might form gifts from this country to communities in the countries of 
our Allies, whose homes, churches, and public buildings have been rav- 
aged and destroyed, as fraternal contributions towards their refurnishing, 
and a token of the cordial friendship that binds us. 
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